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Sub-Christian Methodologies

*Empty the mind...then first thought
*Promise Boxes [Robinson]

*Flip and point devotions

e Coincidence (more like a Rorschach Test)
*Dreams. Jude 8

*The lure of knowledge/power speaks loudly
to those gripped by fear/vulnerability



Non-normative Methodologies

*Open door = opportunity
*1 Cor 16:9 ...with great opposition
2 Cor 2:12-13 ...that is not taken

*Fleecing God. Judges 6-9 (6:36-40)
* How do you read the book of Judges?
*“If...as You have said” “let me test”



God’s View Of His Word

*James 1:5-8. Ask for wisdom so you can
make a Christ-honoring decision

*Grow wise by His Word
*2 Tim 3:16-17/. for every good work

*2 Pet 1:3-4. all things that pertain to life and
godliness



God’s Will For Your Life

*Decreed Will (eternal, hidden, sovereign)
*Psalm 115:3, whatever He pleases
*|sa 46:9-11, accomplish His purpose
*Dan 4:34-35, He does His will
*Eph 1:11, He works all things to His will



God’s Will For Your Life

*Desired Will (preceptive, moral, revealed)
*Be saved [MacArthur], 2 Pet 3:9
e Spirit filled, Eph 5:15-21(Col 3:16-17)
e Sanctified, 1 Thes 4:3-8;Jn17:17
*Submitted, Jas 4:7; Eph 5:21; Rom 13:1
e Suffer, 1 Pet4:19
eSay Thanks, 1 Thes 5:16-18



Objective




Thy Word Is A Lamp (Ps 119:105)

*Pray without ceasing. 1 Thes 5:16-18
*Precept. Specific. Thou shalt not lie
*Principle. General. Golden Rule
*Proverb. Patience, planning, counsel,...
* Pattern. What does God bless?



Perspective




Situational Awareness

eConsider the circumstances. Informative,
not determinative. Sets the boundary.
Know the times, 1 Chron 12:32

Seek wise counselors, Prov 11:14; 24:6

* Take into account your past, present, and
future; your gifts/abilities



Subjective




Examine Yourself

*As you delight in the LORD, what do you
desire to do? Psalm 37:4

*\/ocationally, 1 Tim 3:1; relationally, 1 Cor 7:39;
dietarily, Rom 14-15; locationally, Acts 15:36

* “|s this a strong, recurring desire in your holiest
moments?” [Piper]

* Check your motives, guard your heart
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